
Dr. LaCivita: Adler valued imagination and creativity and said, “Artists, geniuses, thinkers, inventors, 

discoverers, they are the real leaders of humanity.  They are the motive and the power and the history 

of the world.”  He also said that the individual is both the picture and the artist.  He is the artist of his 

own personality.   

The roots of the individual community psychology are steeped in the expressive arts.  It’s about making 

our mark and sharing our gifts and talents with others for the common good. 

Dr. Bilkey: From a very early age, we need to manipulate. Kids are helpless, kids are dependent, and so 

early on they are taking in all kinds of information.  They’re processing, they’re letting people know what 

their needs are, and we’re using what is early, or created early on in our life, our thought process and 

our experiencing or our looking at experiences and we put that together and make choices. 

Creativity is at the most wonderful level, at the individual level. 

Dr. Colker: If we embrace the concept of phenomenology, that we all have the ability to interpret what 

we are given physically and what we experience, then each of us is a creative self, actively constructing 

our world view. 

Dr. Bilkey: We do not want to concentrate on the things that perhaps had happened or that we were 

given or the things that have taken us into different directions, it matters what we do with it.  And that’s 

the creative part of the individual. 

So creativity, is a strong component and a belief that there is also a different way, or hope for every 

person the way that they look at things. 

Dr. LaCivita: The Adlerian notion of creativity is about being innovative. It’s about creating safe learning 

environments where people of all ages thrive because they have a sense purpose and belonging.  They 

feel encouraged and when one feels encouraged, the need to create, to make that which is new, arises. 

Dr. Colker: If we are the creators of our beliefs and our world view, then we can see that we also have 

the ability to change our views. 

Dr. LaCivita: To quote Adler once again it’s, “If we apply the social measure to artists and poets, we 

know that they serve a social function more than anyone else.  It is they who have taught us how to see, 

how to think, and how to feel.  We owe them the greatest good of mankind.  Thus, we attribute to them 

the greatest dignity, that of being friends and leaders of mankind.”  

 


